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Abstract 

This research is aimed at proposing model of student social skills for six years old students 

grade one at elementary schools in South Jakarta in Jakarta in Indonesia.This survey research 

distributed the questionnaires to 174 six years old students grade one at elementary schools in South 

Jakarta in Jakarta in Indonesia guided by their teachers filling it.  Data analysis in this research used 

Structural Equation Modeling (SEM).  The result of this research confirmed that the model of student 

social skills for six years old students grade one at elementary schools in South Jakarta in Jakarta in 

Indonesia offered was good fit for the data.  Other findings stated that student solidarity and empathic 

skills, conversational skills, self assertion skills, collaboration skills, and conflict resolution skills 

have positive association with student social skills.  It can be concluded that model of student social 

skills proposed can be applied for six years old students grade one at elementary schools in Jakarta 

in Indonesia 
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1. Introduction 

Students’ social skills can be encouraged in teaching learning process through student grouping 

in class (Marini, Maksum, Satibi, Edwita, Yarmi, & Muda, 2019; Marini, MS, Maksum, Satibi, 

Yarmi, & Wahyudi, 2019).  Student social skills can facilitate student academic success (Cheung, Siu, 

& Brown, 2017).  Character building in school culture can stimulate students’ social skills (Marini, 

Maksum, Edwita, Satibi, & Kaban, 2019; Oktarina, Widiyanto, & Soekardi. 2015; Marini, Safitri, & 

Muda, 2018).   

 

Another study found that Interaction Rating Scale (IRS) is an evidence based practical index of 

children social skills (Anme, Shinohara, Sugisawa, Tong, Tanaka, Watanabe, Onda, Kawashima, 

Hirano, Tomisaki, Mochizuki, Morita, Gan-Yadam, Yato, & Yamakawa, 2010).  Social skill levels of 

individual like sports are higher thant that of like education (Alkan & Erdem, 2011).  Effective social 

skills training can determine the student level of happiness (Shayan & Gatab, 2012).  However, most 

studies have not explained a more detail explanation about indicator measurement of student social 

skills 

 

2. Literature review 

In teaching learning process, social skills of the students can be improved through teaching 

cooperation in teamwork and encouraging student to ask questions (Marini, Maksum, Satibi, Edwita, 

Yarmi, & Muda, 2019; Marini, MS, Maksum, Satibi, Yarmi, & Wahyudi, 2019).  Dimensions of 

social skills consist of seven subscales: communication, cooperation, assertion, responsibility, 

empathy, engagement, and self-control (Cheung, Siu, & Brown, 2017).   

 

Religious school culture at elementary schools conducted student character building by living 

in harmony with other religions leading to an increase student sosical skills (Marini, Maksum, Edwita, 

Satibi, & Kaban, 2019; Oktarina, Widiyanto, & Soekardi. 2015; Marini, Safitri, & Muda, 2018).   

 

It is very essetial that the features of caregiver-child interaction can predict children social skill 

(Anme, Shinohara, Sugisawa, Tong, Tanaka, Watanabe, Onda, Kawashima, Hirano, Tomisaki, 

Mochizuki, Morita, Gan-Yadam, Yato, & Yamakawa, 2010).  Dimensions of social skills consist of 
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seven subscales: communication, cooperation, assertion, responsibility, empathy, engagement, and 

self-control (Cheung, Siu, & Brown, 2017).   

 

The method of social skill training is very effective to improve the student level of happiness 

related to intellectual structure, judgments and motivation (Shayan & Gatab, 2012).  The concept of 

social skills is related to conversational skills, coexistence, empathy and solidarity (Gutierrez & 

Delgado, 2015).  However, most studies have not given a more detail explanation about indicator 

measurement of student social skills. 

 

Student social skills may be estimated by student solidarity and empathic skills, conversational 

skills, self assertion skills, collaboration skills, and conflict resolution skills (Cheung, Siu, & Brown, 

2017; Gutierrez & Delgado, 2015).  However, this research doesn’t give detail indicator measurement 

of student solidarity and empathic skills, conversational skills, self assertion skills, collaboration 

skills, and conflict resolution skills.  The summary of relationships hypothesized is represented in a 

model seen in figure 1. 

 

 

 
 

 

Figure 1. Theoretical Framework of the Study 

 

 

 

3. Method 

This survey research was conducted for 174 six years old students grade one at elementary 

schools in South Jakarta in Jakarta in Indonesia.  Data collected in this research were related to 

student social skills.  Analysis of content was carried out to literature of student social skills involving 

student solidarity and empathic skills, conversational skills, self assertion skills, collaboration skills, 

and conflict resolution skills (Cheung, Siu, & Brown, 2017; Gutierrez & Delgado, 2015).   
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These dimensions were derived into the questionnaire distributed to 174 six years old students 

grade one at elementary schools in South Jakarta in Jakarta in Indonesia guided by their teachers 

filling it.  

 

The four aspects of student solidarity and empathic skills involve student realizing when a 

friend is angry, helping a friend who is having a hard time, participating in social activities, and 

listening to friends who want to discuss personal issues.  The four dimensions estimate student 

conversational skills are student taking turns talking in groups, speaking naturally with groups of 

strangers, having trouble starting a conversation with someone unfamiliar, and explaining what 

thought and felt if asked about opinion.   

 

The indicators of student self assertion skills include student not showing dislike if a friend 

misusing good intention, saying something if there is someone acting unfairly, asking to stop someone 

bothering in class, and explaining views if criticized by a friend.  Student collaboration skills are 

encouraged by student asking people to explain if not understanding what to do in a group, asking 

question in order to understand what a group friend is saying, telling immediately if a group of friends 

can’t work together, and being easy in group work to explain the ideas to support what is being 

learned.   

 

The four dimensions of student conflict resolution skills are student looking for ways to 

reconcile problems with friends, finding the cause of the problem if there is a problem with a friend, 

taking a different opinion before making a decision, and trying to talk to find a solution if solving a 

problem with a friend. 

 

Data analysis in this research used Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) with IBM SPSS 

Statistics 24 and SPSS AMOS 24 with 2017 Edition.  SEM was used to predict the association of 

student solidarity and empathic skills, conversational skills, self assertion skills, collaboration skills, 

and conflict resolution skills with student social skills.  Data collection was done from 174 six years 

old students grade one at elementary schools in South Jakarta in Jakarta in Indonesia inputted in excel 

using responses with “strongly agree” scored 5, “agree” scored 4, “neutral” scored 3, “disagree” 

scored 2, “strongly disagree” scored 1 for positive questions, and  “strongly agree” scored 1, “agree” 

scored 2, “neutral” scored 3, “disagree” scored 4, “strongly disagree” scored 5 for negative questions. 

 

4. Results and Discussion 

The goodness of fit statistical analysis of social skill model presented that Normed Fit Index 

(NFI) value attained 0.742 suggesting that the model promoted in this research is good fit.  

Comparative Fit Index (CFI) value reached 0.864 indicating that the model of social skills estimated 

is good fit.  Incremental Fit Index (IFI) value arrived at 0.870 showing that the model is good fit.  

Relative Fit Index (RFI) value achieved 0.672 stating that the model is good fit.  On the basis of SEM 

measurement result, the model of social skills hypotesized in this research is a fit model. 

 

Based on measurement model test of observed variables seen in table 1 and table 2, it can be 

presented that student solidarity and empathic skills, conversational skills, self assertion skills, 

collaboration skills, and conflict resolution skills have positive association with student social skills of 

0.745, 0.985, 0.913, 0.480, and 0.814, respectively.   

 

These values were significant at the 0.05 levels of t statistics.   In table 1 and table 2, it can be 

shown that student realizing when a friend is angry, helping a friend who is having a hard time, 

participating in social activities, and listening to friends who want to discuss personal issues have 

significant positive association with solidarity and empathic skills of 0.286, 0.713, 0.777, and 0.865, 

respectively.   
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Table 1. Measurement model test (Regression weights: Group number 1 – Default model) 

   Estimate S.E. C.R. P Label 

SE <--- SSKL 1.018 0.154 6.615 ***  

CT <--- SSKL 0.949 0.170 5.593 ***  

SA <--- SSKL 0.784 0.147 5.347 ***  

CL <--- SSKL 0.304 0.106 2.867 0.004  

CR <--- SSKL 1.000     

SC4 <--- SE 1.000     

SC3 <--- SE 0.895 0.083 10.772 ***  

SC2 <--- SE 0.924 0.094 9.822 ***  

SC1 <--- SE 0.320 0.090 3.572 ***  

SC8 <--- CT 1.000     

SC7 <--- CT 0.774 0.167 4.620 ***  

SC6 <--- CT 1.010 0.166 6.088 ***  

SC5 <--- CT 0.965 0.175 5.513 ***  

SC12 <--- SA 1.000     

SC11 <--- SA 1.283 0.212 6.045 ***  

SC10 <--- SA 1.179 0.198 5.964 ***  

SC9 <--- SA 1.101 0.199 5.537 ***  

SC16 <--- CL 1.000     

SC15 <--- CL 0.927 0.354 2.614 0.009  

SC14 <--- CL 1.512 0.483 3.134 0.002  

SC13 <--- CL 1.243 0.402 3.095 0.002  

SC20 <--- CR 1.000     

SC19 <--- CR 0.693 0.110 6.313 ***  

SC18 <--- CR 0.965 0.131 7.394 ***  

SC17 <--- CR 0.594 0.116 5.118 ***  

Source: AMOS Results 2019 

  

Table 2. Measurement model test (Standardized regression weights: Group number 1 – Default 

model) 

   Estimate 

SE <--- SSKL 0.745 

CT <--- SSKL 0.985 

SA <--- SSKL 0.913 

CL <--- SSKL 0.480 

CR <--- SSKL 0.814 

SC4 <--- SE 0.865 

SC3 <--- SE 0.777 

SC2 <--- SE 0.713 

SC1 <--- SE 0.286 

SC8 <--- CT 0.539 

SC7 <--- CT 0.440 

SC6 <--- CT 0.665 

SC5 <--- CT 0.565 

SC12 <--- SA 0.526 

SC11 <--- SA 0.697 

SC10 <--- SA 0.679 

SC9 <--- SA 0.594 

SC16 <--- CL 0.379 

SC15 <--- CL 0.345 

SC14 <--- CL 0.579 

SC13 <--- CL 0.522 

SC20 <--- CR 0.715 
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SC19 <--- CR 0.566 

SC18 <--- CR 0.688 

SC17 <--- CR  0.450 

Source: AMOS Results 2019 

 

Notes: 

SSKL = sosial skills 

SE = solidarity and empathic skills 

CT = conversational skills 

SA = self assertion skills 

CL = collaboration skills 

CR = conflict resolution skills 

SC1 = realizing when a friend is angry 

SC2 = helping a friend who is having a hard time 

SC3 = participating in social activities 

SC4 = listening to friends who want to discuss personal issues 

SC5 = taking turns talking in groups 

SC6 = speaking naturally with groups of strangers 

SC7 = having trouble starting a conversation with someone unfamiliar 

SC8 =  explaining what thought and felt if asked about opinion 

SC9 = not showing dislike if a friend misusing good intention 

SC10 = saying something if there is someone acting unfairly 

SC11 = asking to stop someone bothering in class 

SC12 = explaining views if criticized by a friend 

SC13 = asking people to explain if not understanding what to do in a group 

SC14 = asking question in order to understand what a group friend is saying 

SC15 =  telling immediately if a group of friends can’t work together 

SC16 = being easy in group work to explain the ideas to support what is being learned 

SC17 = looking for ways to reconcile problems with friends 

SC18 = finding the cause of the problem if there is a problem with a friend 

SC19 = taking a different opinion before making a decision 

SC20 = trying to talk to find a solution if solving a problem with a friend 

 

Table 1 and table 2 indicated that student taking turns talking in groups, speaking naturally with 

groups of strangers, having trouble starting a conversation with someone unfamiliar, and explaining 

what thought and felt if asked about opinion have significant positive connection with student 

conversational skills of 0.565, 0.665, 0.440, and 0.539, respectively.  In table 1 and table 2, it can be 

shown that student not showing dislike if a friend misusing good intention, saying something if there 

is someone acting unfairly, asking to stop someone bothering in class, and explaining views if 

criticized by a friend have significantly positive association with student self assertion skills of 0.594, 

0.679, 0.697, and 0.526.  It can be presented that student asking people to explain if not understanding 

what to do in a group, asking question in order to understand what a group friend is saying, telling 

immediately if a group of friends can’t work together, and being easy in group work to explain the 

ideas to support what is being learned have significantly positive relationship to student collaboration 

skills of 0.522, 0.579, 0.345, and 0.379.  It can be indicated that student looking for ways to reconcile 

problems with friends, finding the cause of the problem if there is a problem with a friend, taking a 

different opinion before making a decision, and trying to talk to find a solution if solving a problem 

with a friend have significantly positive correlation with student conflict resolution skills of 0.450, 

0.688, 0.566, and 0.715.  These findings were similar to the research pointing out that dimensions of 

social skills consist of communication, cooperation, assertion, responsibility, empathy, engagement, 

and self-control (Cheung, Siu, & Brown, 2017; Gutierrez & Delgado, 2015).  The structural model is 

shown in figure 2. 
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Figure 2. The structural model 

 

5. Conclusion 

Model of social skills for six years old students grade one at elementary schools suggested in 

this research is a fit model.  Student solidarity and empathic skills, conversational skills, self assertion 

skills, collaboration skills, and conflict resolution skills are positively associated with student social 

skills.  It can be concluded that the model of social skills presented can be implemented for six years 

old students grade one at elementary schools in Jakarta in Indonesia. 
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