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The main objectives of this study are to explore the attitudes of young female residents in the Cisarua sub-district of West 
Java Province in Indonesia, towards Middle Eastern male tourists. The study seeks to confirm that this attitude is not a single 
variable. The authors found difficulty in inviting women who had an experience in contract marriage. Therefore, for this 
mixed-methods study a projective technique was applied involving young female residents aged 14 to 19 years. For the 
qualitative stage, data were taken by interviewing 90 participants and analysed using content analysis. The results were 
adapted into quantitative indicators. For the quantitative stage, data was collected using a survey with 199 usable 
questionnaires. The authors analysed the data using exploratory and confirmatory factor (structural equation model) analyses. 
The findings indicate that attitudes of young female residents towards Middle Eastern men are not a single variable: the first 
variable is a favourable attitude towards Middle Eastern men with two dimensions – benefit to the host and benefit to the 
tourists. The second variable is unfavourable attitude towards Middle Eastern men, consists of two dimensions – tourists as a 
villain and tourist as a lust seeker.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

Cisarua is a temperate mountainous sub-district in 
West Java province, about 70 kilometres south of 
Jakarta, the capital of Indonesia, with communities that 
tent to be homogeneous and Muslims. This place is also 
popular for weekenders from the Greater Jakarta areas. 
During the primary authors’ visit to Cisarua, they 
observed bilingual-signboards – Arabic and Indonesian – 
on every business site in that area: shops, restaurants, 
villas, hotels, car rentals, money changers, internet cafes, 
and even goat cattle. Their targets are obvious: Middle 
Eastern visitors 

Previously visitors, particularly Saudi Arabians, 
preferred holidaying in Thailand. As a criminal case 
called ‘blue diamond affair occurred’ and followed by 
the Saudi Arabian’s government to ban their citizens 
visiting Thailand (McClincy, 2012), they commenced 
visiting Cisarua (Filali, 2011).  

As documented by Filali (2011), since 1989, Middle 

Eastern tourists started visiting Cisarua. According to 
Badan Pusat Statistik [Central Bureau of Statistics] 
(2014), in general, the number of Middle Eastern visitors 
who visited Indonesia increases each year. There were 
almost twice the number of tourists in 2009 (122,069 
tourists) compared to number of tourist in 2008 (67,271 
tourists). Furthermore, in 2012, 148,788 Arabian tourists 
visited this archipelago; this increased to 188,676 in 
2013. For sure, this statistic does not represent tourists 
who were involved in sex tourism.  

Similar with their motivations in visiting Thailand 
(Bajunid, 1999), the tourists selected Cisarua primarily 
for sex (Suhud & Sya’bani, 2014). The visits of many 
Middle Eastern male tourists to Cisarua can therefore be 
considered as sex tourism. Sex tourism is defined by The 
United Nations World Tourism Organisation (1995, para 
3) as “trips organised from within the tourism sector, of 
from outside this sector but using its structures and 
networks, with the primary purpose of effecting a 
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commercial sexual relationship by the tourist with 
residents at the destination”.  

Sex tourism occurs in many countries, including 
Cuba, Chezh, Dominica Republic, Thailand, Sri Lanka, 
Cambodia, India, Egypt, and the Netherlands (Bunzl, 
2000; Cabezas, 2004; Davidson, 1996; El-Gawhary, 
1995; Jacobs, 2009; P. Leung, 2003; Miller, 2011; 
Nuttavuthisit, 2007; Wonders & Michalowski, 2001). 
The tourists visit a tourism destination and they are 
involved in sexual activities, whether with children or 
adults, straight or gay (Bauer, 2013; Bunzl, 2000; David, 
1998). However, sex tourism in Cisarua is unique 
because the male tourists marry with the female host for 
a short period during their visits, as required by residents 
to avoid adultery.  

In Islam itself, contract marriage is still 
controversial. Back to its history, in the period of the 
Prophet of Muhammad, contract marriage was allowed 
for the troops who were in wars away from their wives 
(Shafra, 2010). Once the Prophet passed away, the 
practice of contract marriage was then forbidden 
(Asmani, 2009). However, according to Shia laws 
(Koundinya, 2010), one of the Islamic branches, contract 
marriage is permitted. Based on this explanation, the 
authors consider this as halal sex tourism (Suhud & 
Sya’bani, 2014) where the sex tourism is covered by a 
contract marriage. In this point, the purpose of the 
tourists to be engaged in this kind of marriage would not 
be the same with the purpose of being engaged in a 
traditional one (Shafra, 2010). 

Even though the society are not predominantly Shia 
followers, sex tourism in Cisarua, might be considered 
reasonable by some as it gives economic benefits for 
residents (Lestari, 2013). This kind of tourism product 
sustains for years because it is protected by the 
communities, authorities, religious institutions and 
groups, and opinion leaders due to the economic impacts 
they obtained.  

Those who push against this industry are represented 
by NGOs, including some groups of people coming 
from outside Cisarua areas. They disagree with sex 
tourism and view it as harmful as it might cause negative 
impacts, such as sexual disease (Aids) (Herold & van 
Kerkwijk, 1992; Law, 2012), human trafficking (Cho, 
Dreher, & Neumayer, 2012; Walters & Davis, 2011), 
child prostitution (Davidson, 2004; P Leung, 2003; 
Svensson, 2006; Walters & Davis, 2011), and 
immigration problems (Lestari, 2013). Sex tourism in 
Cisarua becomes controversial as it involves under-age 
marriage, and marriage for reasons other than love, 
including to seek asylum (Lestari, 2013).  

Regardless of its controversy, the practice of contract 
marriage in Cisarua has sustained up to now. It shows 
that residents, visitors, and the tourism industry support 
one and another. This study seeks to explore residents’ 
attitudes toward Middle Eastern male tourists; a topic 
that has received a paucity of attention by existing 

researchers, particularly in an Indonesia setting.  
 

2. REVIEW OF LITERATURE  

Attitude is often explored by researchers 
particularly through the application of The Theory of 
Reasoned Action or Theory of Planned Behaviour 
(Ajzen, 1991, 2002). In tourism studies, these two 
theories and their extended versions have been  
implemented, for example by Suhud (2014) in volunteer 
tourism, Lam and Hsu (2004) in international tourism, 
Lee (2011), and Tsai (2010) on independents’ travellers’ 
behaviours. In general, all these studies indicated that 
attitudes had a positive and direct link to behavioural 
intention. However in this study, the authors did not look 
at attitudes as a predictor variable. 

Many studies demonstrated that attitude tends to be 
bipolar – positive or favourably and negative or 
unfavourably which also showed that 
positive/favourably and negative/unfavourably are 
considered as dimensions. Alhammad (2012) examined 
local residents’ attitudes toward tourism development in 
Jordan. This scholar established favourable attitude 
relating to community benefit and unfavourable attitude 
caused by cost to be paid and barriers to be faced by the 
residents.   

Other scholars also showed that they separated 
favourable and unfavourable attitudes. These attitudes 
include economic, social, socio-economics, culture, and 
environmental effects (Chen & Chen, 2010; Ko & 
Stewart, 2002; Marzuki, 2011; Spears & Boger Jr, 
2002). 

However, not all studies particularly on residents’ 
attitude including favourably and unfavourably 
dimensions, for example, Wang and Pfister (2008) who 
only discussed a favourable attitude. These scholars 
studied residents’ attitudes towards tourism particularly 
in support for tourism development and contribution to 
community. Brida, Osti, and Faccioli (2011) also 
claimed only favorable attitudes on their studies.  

In contrast to the above, Bajunid (1999) found the 
attitude of residents toward local Muslims were 
ambivalent and it was influenced by their attitude toward 
Middle Eastern tourists. Bajunid (1999) said that “they 
were definitely not the best models of Muslims as most 
were plain pleasure seekers but the money they brought 
in to the kingdom and the jobs that they helped create 
and sustain especially in the tourism-related industry 
made them a very welcome group of people” (p.228).  

Vargas-Sánchez, Porras-Bueno, and de los Ángeles 
Plaza-Mejía (2013) studied residents’ attitudes toward 
tourism development. These scholars mentioned that 
attitudes of those residents were different between 
during low season and high season. In the low season, 
their attitude tended to be favourable as there were less 
visible negative impacts of tourism and tourists. 
Conversely, during the high season, their attitude 
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changed to be unfavourable as there were more impact 
of tourism and tourists.  

 
3. METHODS 

The research method applied in this study was a 
sequential mixed-methods approach with a qualitative 
study framing a later quantitative study.  

3.1. Qualitative study  

The authors distributed an open ended qualitative 
instrument conveniently towards young female 
residents, aged 16-19 years old and attracted 90 
participants. The instruments included a question 
relating to attitudes toward Middle Eastern male tourists. 

The data was analysed using content analysis 
(Mayring, 2000; Zhang & Wildemuth, 2009). To achieve 
the objectives of this study, the authors documented all 
unique answers and some similar answers were grouped. 
Further, the unique answers were adapted into a 
quantitative instrument. Considering the nature of the 
answers in the qualitative stage, the authors decided to 
use Likert’s scales. For the indicators, even though many 
scales have been developed by prior researchers, the 
authors applied only the ones produced from this current 
study.  

3.2. Quantitative study  

In the quantitative stage, conveniently, the authors 
attracted young female residents aged 14-19 years old to 
participate in the survey. There were 265 sets of 
questionnaire distributed and returned, but only 199 
were usable.  

As indicated earlier, all respondents were female 
and predominantly were aged 17 (43%) and 16 (42%). 
When the authors asked respondents about women who 
they knew had an experience in contract marriage, they 
indicated that they were neighbours (9 respondents), 
friends (6 respondents), sisters (4 respondents), aunts (4 
respondents), mothers (3 respondents), and others (10 
respondents). None of the respondents indicated that 
they had been involved. Furthermore, the remaining 
respondents did not show that they personally knew 
anyone who was involved in contract marriage. 

Furthermore, the quantitative data was analysed 
using exploratory and confirmatory factor analyses (Hair 
Jr., Black, Babin, Anderson, & Tatham, 2006; Holmes-
Smith, 2010). Further, a triangulation was conducted to 
discuss all findings of both studies alongside the  
literature (Creswell, 2008; Guion, Diehl, & McDonald, 
2011).  
 
4. FINDINGS  

4.1. Qualitative findings 

The objective of conducting the qualitative study was 
to obtain ideas relating to residents’ attitudes toward 

Middle Eastern male tourists. From the data obtained, the 
authors identified all unique answers. Further, these 
answers were adapted into quantitative statements. For 
example, a word of ‘creepy’ was mentioned by some 
respondents. Then, the authors adapted it into ‘They are 
creepy’.  The complete keywords and their adaptation are 
shown on the table below.  

Table. 1. Adaptation of the qualitative results into 
quantitative indicators 

Keywords Adapted indicators  
§ Adultery. § They involve in adultery.  
§ Against Islamic law. § They are against Islamic 

law. 
§ Against marriage law in 

Indonesia. 
§ They are against marriage 

law in Indonesia.  
§ Awful.  § They are awful.  
§ Bad guys.  § They are bad guys.  
§ Creepy. § They are creepy. 
§ Disgusting. § They are disgusting.  
§ Fun.  § They are fun.  
§ Holidaying to enjoy 

Cisarua.  
§ They take holiday to enjoy 

Cisarua.  
§ If their objectives for 

holidaying was good, 
because it helps residents 
to generate income but it 
was not good if their 
objective is to violate the 
residents. 

§ If their objectives for 
holidaying was good, 
because it helps residents 
to generate income but it 
was not good if their 
objective is to violate the 
residents. 

§ Increasing revenue for 
Cisarua community and 
surrounding. 

§ Their visit increases 
revenue for Cisarua 
community and 
surrounding.  

§ Increasing revenue for 
Indonesia.   

§ Their visit increases 
revenue for Indonesia.   

§ It shows that Cisarua has 
been known by foreign 
tourists.  

§ It shows that Cisarua has 
been known by foreign 
tourists. 

§ It shows that Cisarua is a 
highly desirable place to 
visit by tourists.  

§ It shows that Cisarua is a 
highly desirable place to 
visit by tourists.  

§ It shows that Cisarua is 
popular among Middle 
Eastern tourists.  

§ It shows that Cisarua is 
popular among Middle 
Eastern tourists.  

§ Not good, because they 
come just to look for 
women who can marry 
with to accompany them 
while in Indonesia. 

§ Not good, because they 
come just to look for 
women who can marry 
with to accompany them 
while in Indonesia. 

§ Positive.  § Their visit is positive.  
§ Terrible.  § They are terrible.  
§ The existence of foreign 

tourists depraved locals. 
§ The existence of foreign 

tourists depraved locals. 
§ They are good if their aim 

is for vacation, because it 
could increase income the 
community they visited. 
But it is not good, if they 
come to spoil the image of 
the place they visited. 

§ They are good if their aim 
is for vacation, because it 
could increase income the 
community they visited. 
But it is not good, if they 
come to spoil the image of 
the place they visited. 

§ They have a different 
culture.  

§ They have a different 
culture with us. 

§ They have a high libido. § They have a high libido.  
§ They intent to be involved 

in a contract marriage 
practice.  

§ They came to do contract 
marriage with women in 
the areas they visited. 

§ They interfere. § They interfere.  
§ To fulfil their biological 

needs.  
§ They came to fulfil their 

biological needs. 
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§ To marry with female 
teenagers.  

§ They came to marry with 
female teenagers. 

§ Violating residents’ 
morality. 

§ They violate residents’ 
morality.  

To validate the instrument, the authors conducted a 
pilot test towards 85 young female residents aged 16-19 
years old in the area. The pilot data was factor analysed. 
Based on the results, some indicators were dropped and 
some others were revised to be included in the survey.  

4.2. Quantitative findings  

Some indicators in the instrument were 
intentionally written in negative forms as a part of 
validation. Therefore, before any tests, these negative 
indicators were transformed into positive forms.  

4.2.1. Exploratory factor analysis  
Exploratory factor analysis for young female 

residents’ attitudes toward Middle Eastern male tourists 
generated four dimensions including tourist as a villain, 
tourist as a common tourist, tourist as a lust seeker, and 
tourist as an income contributor. The authors label these 
dimensions based on the nature of indicators of each 
dimension.  

The first dimension (tourist as a villain) had five 
indicators with factor loadings ranging from 0.549 to 
0.894. This dimension had Cronbach’s alpha score of 
0.871. The second dimension (tourist as a common 
tourist) had factor loadings ranging from 0.594 to 0.785. 
This dimension owned four indicators and Cronbach’s 
alpha score of 0.678. Further, the third dimension 
(tourist as a lust seeker) consisted of three indicators 
with factor loadings ranging from -0.548 to -0.851. This 
dimension had Cronbach’s alpha of 0.693. The last 
dimension (tourist as an income contributor) was formed 
by three indicators with factor loading ranging from -
0.589 to -0.814. This one had Cronbach’s alpha score of 
0.691.  

The Cronbach’s alpha score – ranging from 0.678 
to 0.871 – of each dimension is greater than 0.6. 
Therefore, all dimensions are reliable and acceptable to 
be tested in further analysis (Nunnally & Bernstein, 
1994).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Table. 2.Results of factor analysis of residents’ attitudes 
toward Middle Eastern male tourists and reliability tests 

Items  Factor 
loadings 

Tourist as a villain (-) 
 

MID4 They are awful. 0.866 
MID5 They interfere.     0.858 
MID8 They are creepy. 0.837 
MID6 They are disgusting. 0.825 
MID1 The existence of foreign tourists depraved 

locals. 0.534 

 Cronbach’s alpha 0.871 
Tourist as a common tourist (+)  
MID13 They are good if their aim is for vacation, 

because it could increase income the 
community they visited. But it is not good, 
if they come to spoil the image of the place 
they visited. 

-0.789 

MID15 Not good, because they come just to look 
for women who can marry with to 
accompany them while in Indonesia. 

-0.714 

MID14 It shows that Cisarua has been known by 
foreign tourists. -0.625 

 Cronbach’s alpha 0.678 
Tourist as a lust seeker (-)  
MID11 They came to meet their biological needs. 0.834 
MID10 They came to do a contract marriage with 

women in the areas they visit. 0.821 

MID12 They have a very high libido. 0.496 
 Cronbach’s alpha 0.693 

Tourist as an income contributor (+)  
MID3 Their visit increases revenue for Indonesia. 0.811 
MID2 Their visit increases revenue for community 

in Cisarua and surrounding.  0.689 

 Cronbach’s alpha 0.691 
 

4.2.2. Confirmatory factor analysis 
Observing the exploratory factor analyses results, 

there are four dimensions with favourable and 
unfavourable tendencies. The authors decided to split 
these two types of dimension tendencies into two 
variables which are favourable attitudes towards Middle 
Eastern male tourists and unfavourable attitudes towards 
Middle Eastern male tourists. The aim of applying this 
approach was to retain all dimensions and prove that 
attitude towards Middle Eastern male tourists is not a 
single variable. The authors adapted this approach from 
existing studies undertaken by Alhammad (2012) and 
Vargas-Sánchez et al. (2013), even though they did not 
claim that attitude as multiple variables.  

The two constructs below show that it is confirmed 
that attitudes towards Middle Eastern male tourists is not 
a single variable. The first fitted construct is favourable 
attitude towards Middle Eastern male tourist and it has 
probability score of 0.187, CMIN/DF of 1.106, CFI of 
0.996, and RMSEA of 0.023 as shown in the figure 
below.  
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Criteria Probability CMIN/DF CFI RMSEA 

Results 0.187 1.742 0.994 0.061 

Cut-off >0.05 <3.0 >0.95 <0.05 

Fig. 1.The structural model of favourable attitude 
towards Middle Eastern male tourists 

Furthermore, the second fitted construct below is an 
unfavourable attitude towards Middle Eastern male tourists 
and it retains its two dimensions (tourist as a villain and 
tourist as a lust seeker). This fitted construct has a 
probability score of 0.213, CMIN/DF of 1.350, CFI or 
0.994, and RMSEA of 0.042.  
 

 

Criteria Probability CMIN/DF CFI RMSEA 

Results 0.213 1.350 0.994 0.042 

Cut-off >0.05 <3.0 >0.95 <0.05 

Fig. 2.The structural model of unfavourable attitude 
towards Middle Eastern male tourists 

5. Discussion and conclusion  

This study is addressed to understand young female 
residents’ attitudes toward Middle Eastern male tourists 
and to confirm that attitude is not a single variable. In 
general, the attitude of young female residents is not a 
single variable. The confirmatory factor analysis results 
demonstrated that it consists of multiple variables.   

The first variable is favourable attitudes towards 
Middle Eastern male tourists consisting two dimensions 
including tourist as a common tourist and tourist as an 
income contributor. Tourists were appreciated as an 
income contributor is significant with the studies 
undertaken by Bajunid (1999) as well as Wang and 
Pfister (2008), Ko and Stewart (2002), Marzuki (2011), 
Chen and Chen (2010) and Alhammad (2012). The 
second variable is unfavourable attitude toward Middle 
Eastern male tourists. It contains two dimensions – 
tourist as a villain and tourist as a lust seeker.  
This study makes important contributions to scholarly 
knowledge, particularly as there is no study has been 
focus on the attitude of Middle Eastern male tourists 
relating to halal sex tourism. For future studies, 
researchers might treat attitudes into two different 
variables – favourably and unfavourably, not just two 
dimensions.  

As this study documents the unfavourable attitude 
of female hosts toward Middle Eastern male tourists, it 
has a practical implication. It shows that there is one-
way latent conflict in the area. The authority might 
anticipate appropriate action for avoiding a bigger and 
wider conflict in the future.  
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